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＋ was 8 that the child of 16. 
rael, when called to the annual ſolem- 
nity of the paſſover, would aſk their im- 
mediate, parents, what they meant by that 
ſervice: who were commanded to give 


them a plain and proper anſwer. Ve 


„ ſhall ſay, jt is the ſacrifice of the Lord's 
1 paſſover, who paſſed over the houſes of a 
e the children of Iſrael in Egypt, when 
| # he ſmote the Egyptians, and delivered 
" our, houſes,” 


1 1 it would be impro- 
15 per for me, at this time, ta treat profeſ- 
ſedly of the Jewiſh paſſover. But, I hope, 
I ſhall not incur the charge of being impru- 
dent, if I take the liberty to introduce from 
theſe e the following obſervations: 


fi woUuLD firſt obſerve, 1 thoſe. ſer- 
vices which are of divine appointment, ars 
. and replete with paging z and, 

1 . that 


1 


T 4 * 
| tht they who regard thats, ſhould enquire, 


* 4 


what was _originall) 
. x" i 


lemn ſeryices. 1 


3 


1 WOULD  farcher 4 That en we, 


ourſelves, practically regard any inſtitution, 


which we believe to be Divine, we have 


ſome end in view; and, that it becomes us 
to conſider, Whether char which we mean 
by our obedience, - accords. and” coincides 
with the meaning of the Moft High. 22 


199069 gr 


bh Enguizies' like theſe, claim our afteti- ; 


tion in every duty: not 168 under the pre- | 


fent diſpenſation of the goſpel, than if we 
| Rad exiſted under the paſt. Af then, in 
every ſervice, ſuch queſtions deſerve our 
notice, ought we not, in ſo ſingular and 
ſolemn a ſervice as this, to aſk ourſelyes 


what we mean, and with what view wy 


are c come together on this occaſion 
F. ASTING and prayer are ef Divine ap- 
pointment. In this light, the firſt and 
beft of men, in every age, have occaſionally 
attended to theſe duties. Sanctify a faſt, 
“call a ſolemn aſſembly; gather the el⸗ 
«ders, and all the incal of the land 
„ e into che houſe of the! Lord your God, 
ah * 99 * and 


1 4 £1 > 
4 * # 1s OY. af Bo 


intended by * fo: . 


— 


129 VEL. 
and ety into the Lord'®;" chis is the 
| language 'of che Old-Teftament. * 8 

„ they miniſtered: to the Lord, and faſt- 


- 


« ed: 
33: OIL 


p 3 7% 9 
my * Lo ®; 7.34 , bc» * N 


* 


Iris —_ that. Pane as well as at 
Wes faſting and prayer have been per- 
verted by the leaven of hypocriſy. But 


does it, therefore, ceaſe to be a duty? We 


are convinced it does not, by our Lord's 

advice reſpecting private faſts, which it 
will be our wiſdom to regard in every faſt 
we keep. Thus the counſel of Chriſt 
ſtands on record for our inſtruction: 


„Moreover, when ye faſt,' be not as the 
* hypocrites of a ſad countenance : for 
they disfigure their faces, that they may 


*« appear unto men to faſt. Verily, I ſay 
“ unto you, they have their reward. But 
thou, when thou faſteſt, anoint thine 
« head, and waſh thy face ; that thou ap- 


spear not unto men to faſt, but unto thy 


Father which is in ſecret; and thy Fa- 
«ther, which ſeeth in ſecret. ſhall AE 
* thee pennt. 21033 


Auone the many, cogaged as we are 


this day, f "probably. different meanings are 


Joel i. 145 + Acts xiii. 2. 7 Matt. vi. 165 17, 18. 
1 ; indulged. 


_ is 5 the language of of the" New. NT 


indulged... But what is that to us?, Why 
ſhould we . perplez ourſelves - concerning 
others, or ide dab itable ſuſpicions 
of any}, The queſtian which it becomes us 
to aſk, and which We ſhould. endeavour to 
anſwer, is this, what do we mean by 25515 
ſervice This queſtion is, I confeſs, not 
that which is propoſed in the text, but it 
_. does not ſtand in oppoſition to it; nor will 
this accommadation of the words to our 
preſent purpoſe. guarded as above, lead 
any from the true meaning of that memo- 
rable ſentence. The fingle. queſtion: then, | 
now to be diſcuſſed, is, what do we our- 
ors mean, by engaging in the ee 
N an a 0 29115 


n Do we mean to ibtain ary thing from 
15 Almighty, from the ſuppoſed merit 
= our meas on : by ug ben 


% 
* 
5 
4 0 n 
1 I - " * 4 


Th HOPE, ns 1s not ; the meaning of any 
: perſon preſent. I am ſure it is not mine. 
Our ſervices, the whole of them; are con- 
feſſedly imperfect: for ſuch ſervices, ſhall 
wee dire to think, that God is our debtor? 

Heſides, we are either under à covenant 


of grace, or under a covenant of works; 


4. © GX E's 4 4 

5 - 
y = Ws. 1 
83 > Br * Dea 


114 


« 4 a 4 


if we are Orr a covenant of pinks, by chat 


covenant, the merit of 1 man 1s annihilated; 


if we are under a covenant of works, re. 


member, tllat this covenant is a broken co- 
venant : at firſt, it demanded perfect obe- 
dience; afterwards, when” fin had entered 


into the world, with the original claim, 


it required, and ſtill requires, ſatisfaction 


for our numerous offences: if ſo, hat 5 


place can be found for actions like ours tõ 
merit any thin; under this broken covenant? 
He that can diſcover any merit in them, on 
5 account of Which, one judgment "ſhould 
be averted, or a title to one bleſſing g pro- 
cured, will diſcover that, which I am by no 
means able to diſcern. It is true, Gdd is very 
_ gracious at the voice of the cry of his people. 
But certainly, grace from God, does not 
ſuppoſe merit in us. I have long thou ht 


it ſuppoſes the reverſe. What that is, which 
a diſplay of the grace of God to us ſup⸗ 


poſes, we, my brethren, have repeatedly, 


this day confeſſed: for we have been un- 


animous, and cordial, in the confeſſion of 
our ins. Let us, therefore, rejoice, not 
that there is any merit in us to balance, our 
crimes, but, that there is forgiveneſs 


with Desk. that he may be feared?. This 


5 * PL. xxx. 4. 


. 1 
n 


1s 


= —— — — __ — 


Wy 5 15 
Is 5 . that we are able to . any 4 
thing. 515 him, as the reward, of our me- 
tit, this is falſe —1 he promiſed reward is 
not reckoned of 1 2 but of . | 


* * 
1 * „ K* A, 45 5 he 
43 7 1 


4 % we, mean to mock the Almighty 
byan ttending'to this ſervice {God Jotbid?. 45 


„ may ſeern 1 to * 8 r 
Bur) I beg you will recollect, that horrid as 
the idea ſeems, this has been done 1 repe ated- 
ly. What can we think of the faſt point- 
ed by. Fezebel, at Which, and alls by that 
mean, Nabotb Was ſlain * 5 What can we 
think of thoſe faſts concerning. which it is 
faid, they were fot ſtrife and debate, and 
to ſmite with the fiſt of wickedneſs +? Or 
of thoſe, that were ſo ſeverely, and yet 

ſo juſtly cenſured by Jeſys Chriſt 12 —lt is 
true, accurately ſpeaklng, God is not 


3 372, 2 . Fs 


c 


te mocked.” But we are often faid to de 


what we deſire and endeavour to effect, 
and are treated accordingly ; unleſs the 
grace of God interpoſes. Now, in actions 
of this nature, what has been done, may 
be done again. It is dur duty, therefore, 
2 to be eauticus.— The beſt way to prevent 


. 1 Kings xxi 1. #1 It. i. 4 4 lack vi. . 16. 
Hur 


5 1. 

every inſult of this nature, is to be jealous of 
bur own hearts; to examine them with care, 
and to entreat, that whatever we do not- 
obtain, we may not be denied. that grace 
whereby we may ſerve God with reverence, 
and with godly fear:* My language on this 
ſubject, is not the language of cenſure; 
from that, your own conduct exempts you; 
but it is, as I conceive, the language of pru- 
dent affection, which, I am nnn 85 
will not * 


3 Do we mean by this ſervice to fend, 
or RO: our /uperiors © 


Wert this our Ane is it poſſible to 
imagine that ſuch an intention could eſcape 
the notice of the all- ſeeing eye, or that ſuch 
behaviour could be diſcerned with approba- 
tion? Shall we give juſt cauſe of offence to 
them, by whom we are protected? This 
would be ungrateful. Shall we treat them 
with contempt, whom we are commanded to 
obey +? This would be impious. Shall we 
provoke and inſult them for whom we 
are exhorted to make interceſſion | ? This 
would expoſe iis to the charge of hypo- 
criſy, —But, ſhall we flatter thoſe ſuperiors 


+ Heb, xii. 28. + Rom. xiti. 17. f 1 Tim, ii. 13. 
* whom 


. 


to affront the Almighty, and expoſe our- 
ſelves to his providential vengeance. Let us 
not, I pray you, accept any man's perſon, 
neither let us give flattering titles to men; 


ſerious, more ſolemn; ſomething far more 
conſiſtent, both with your profeſſion, and 


- 


w 


15 10 L 
whom we may not offend? This would s 


in ſo doing, our Maker would ſoon take us 
away*. For myſelf, I charitably believe, 
and have reaſon to conclude, that our king 
neither expects nor approves of the moſt 
oblique ſtrokes of flattery in the offices of 
devotion. If any man does, he deſerves to 
be * 


4. Do we mean hy this FREE to be ar 
tizans in popular debates, and to offer the un- 
| hallowed incenſe of political paſſions to 
God, in the form of fervent prayer NF 


. my . you have . 
much better employed. Something more 


with the Divine Providence, you have kept 
in view in your confeſſions and ſuppli- 
cations +. And, I ſhould 158 very ſorry, in- 


1.7* Job nxxii. 21, 23. + It i is uſual with us, and 
others, in theſe dc ſervices, for ſeveral of the 
members of the church to engage in prayer; after which, 
the paſtor delivers a ſermon, and concludes the public 
ſervice by engaging in * himſelf. 


5 


deed, 


t „ 
deed, if, now the ſervice of the day is fal · 


len into my hands, I ſhould either diſgrace, 
or diſturb your devotion. Lou have truſted 
me with the management of the remaining 
part of this ſervice, and I will un to 
be faithful to my truſt. 1. 


. is high time to recollect, that the ori- 
n queſtion, propoſed to be diſcuſſed at 
the beginning of this diſcourſe, yet remains 
unanſwered. I, indeed, can only anſwer 
that queſtion for myſelf. And this, to ſa- 
tisfy my own conſcience, I have attempted. 
But it gives me real pleaſure to find, that 
What I meant by this ſervice, was your 
meaning alſo, What I intended by it 
wal, N 255 6 . 


J. To juftify God 


II. To pray for choſe + blefings 8 which we 
have not, or have not in ſuch a mea- 
ſure as pious men could with; and, 


TH. To be thankful, truly thankful, for 
thoſe bleſſir gs which are A con- 
tinued with us. 


and this, give me . to it, now 


appears to have been our mutual intention. — 
| B 2 Are 


\ 


1 
Are we, however, on this day only, to bo 
thus employed? I hope not. I will, then, 
endeavour to recall the ideas I have men- 
A _ tioned, and under each attempt to add ſome- 
thing, which may confirm us in our Pony 
— 1 4s L c944) 


3 W mean by this ſervice ta 0 fuſe ih 
| God. lib 5 


29 Wa ENEVER we are chaſtened and cor- 
rected of the Lord, this, I think, is our firſt, 
our capital duty. It is admitted by moſt, 

| that we now are, as a nation, under the 
| chaſtening hand of the Almighty. Believ- 

| ang this, if we do not acknowledge that Our 

| chaſtiſements are juſt, we cenſure him 
= - whoſe ſtripes we feel.—Infidels, I know, 
are willing to imagine, that affliction 
cometh forth of the duſt, and that trouble 
ſpringeth out of the ground: but rejecting 
ſuch impiety, and being delivered from ſuch 
ignorance; . believing both a general and 
particular providence, what is our duty ?— 


| To juſtify God. You grant it; yet, ſome may 


be diſpoſed to aſk, In what manner, and by 
what acts, ought we, in the preſent ſtate of 
things, to juſtify God ?——We ought to do 

; this, 2 * his dominion over 
| 1 us, 


L 


us, and his indiſputable right to chaſtiſe u | 
in ſuch a manner as ſeems good in his ſight, 
We ought to do it, by confeſſing our tranſ- 
greſſions publicly; and ſtill more particu- 
larly in private; and by declaring, that we 
have deſerved, not only all we feel and fear, 
but that it is owing, entirely owing to the 
mercy of the Almighty, that ſuch ſinners 
are not conſumed. — Further, we ought to 
acknowledge, that our chaſtiſements, all of 
them, accord with juſtice, and are blended 
with mercy; nay more, that they are wiſe 
as well as kind: or that they are from the 
Lord, the effects, not of caprice or cruelty; 
but of wiſdom and compaſſion. It is if need 
be, that real Chriſtians are in heavineſs 
through manifold temptations 1. And we 
are aſſured, that God chaſtiſes ſuch for their 
profit *; therefore, if upon the whole, we 
are loſers by afflictive diſpenſations, it is 
probably owing either to our ignorance, our 

inſolence, or to our infidelity. © All things 
work together for good to them that love 
God, to them who are the called according 
to his purpoſe q: and they who juſtify him, 

and accept of that perfect righteouſneſs by 
which he juſtifieth the ungodly, are, 188 
rently, of that number. 


+ 1 Peter, i. 6. * Heb. xii. 10. 5 Rom. viii. 28. | 
1s, 13 | : Ip 


Ts: 5 
hs dur .acknowledgements of the 3 
- mi grace of God be ſincere, and if the 
conſeiſions of our own guilt be conſiſtent, 
they will be connected with repentance, pa- 
aver Our own iniquities, as well as mention 
hems and be ready and willing to ſay, that 
we will bear the indignation of the Lord, 
beeauſe we have finned againſt him. The 
zoodneſs of God, which is always oonſpi- 
cuons to the humble, will lead us to repen- 
dance; and repentance, if genuine and 
evangelical, will produce real nen, : 
Wer {gon we to jylfy God. 5 


— Wi 280 only penn rn 
| cracks; attempt to juſtify his Maker: but 
his, and every thing elſe, with an eye to 
the mediation of Jefus Chriſt —Confeſlion 
of fin, without faith in Chriſt, will pro- 
bably iſſue in preſumption, or in deſpair. 
Repentance and reformation, without faith 
in him, will, as probably, be fuel for our 
pride. | Chriſt is the immediate ſource and 
centre of all that is excellent in the prac- 
tice of piety. Of the ſituation of ſuch 
as never heard of his name, we know enough 
to make us thankful for Chriſtianity; but 
tao little to ſit in judgment on their future 


| * Micah vii. 9. 


ſtate, 


„„ 
ſtate. But where Chriſt is preached and 
rejected, there, I am perſuaded, is either 


open profaneneſs, or only the appearance of 
picty, ſupported by Phariſaical pride. 


How reluctant, O how ales are men 
in common, to juſtify God, in all his ways! 
Fools, becauſe of their tranſgreſſion, and 
becauſe of their iniquities are afflicted * .” 
And, what then ? If only afflicted, their 
folly ſtill remains. Either they are ſullen 
and diſcontented, or they are fo ſuperſti- 


tious and haughty, as to imagine, that their 


tears and tempers, their prayers and pro- 
miſes, their diſcipline and devotion, can 
avert impending judgments, and make their 
peace with God. Is this Chriſtianity? 
Were Pagans to act in this manner, who 


En could wonder? Were we thus to act, who 


might not wonder ? May we, therefore, do 
every thing in the name and faith of our Lord 


1 Jeſus Chriſt ! Wait on the Lord; but truſt 


in him while you wait on him. Juſtify 
him, and though chaſtened, you ſhall not 
be condemned with the world . Juſtify 
him in all your afflictions, and you ſhall 
find, that with the Lord there is mercy, 
and with him is plenteous redemption 5.“ 


s Pfal. cvii. 17. + Iſaiah xlii. 25. { x Car. xL 3 
Al. . 7. 
I. 


ä 


; 5 f 
1 94 


u. We mean by this ern to Fray for 
' thoſe bleſſings which we have not, or 
which we have not in ſuch a meaſure as 
pious men could wiſh. | 


He that juſtifies God in the midſt 1 his 
judgments, with fincerity, has, or ſoon 
will have, that freedom atid fervency in ap- 
proaching the throne of grace, which, giv- 
ing way to a contrary diſpoſition, it would 
be impoſſible to obtain. This fact is eſtab- 
| liſhed by a blaze of evidence, in the ſad; 
but inſtructive cafe of David. He keeps 
filence, but cannot reſt, He attempts to 
Juſtify himſelf, but has no quiet. He ſpeaks; 
(hear his language) Againſt thee, thee 
* only, have I ſinned, and done this evil in 
% thy fight.” —I fay this, that thou 
% mighteſt be juſtified, and clear from 
e every cenſure, when thou judgeſt x.“ 
Thus, at length he ſpeaks; and then with 
freedom, and with uncommon energy, he 
prays to obtain the moſt important bleſſings. 
Let us endeavour to follow his example. 
Having acknowledged, as a great prophet 
once did , that to us belongeth confuſion 
of face; to our king, to our pritices, and 
to our fathers; becauſe we have finned 


Al. I. . + Daniel. 
againſt 


— 


ot the Lord; let us not, I beftech pv 


forget what that great prophet ſo ſeaſonablx 
recollected, ot to the Lord our God 
belong mercies and forgiveneſſes, though 
* we have rebelled againſt him“. * Firms 
ly confiding in this, and other declarations 
of the Divine mercy to the gvilty, what 
ſhould hinder ns from making ſupplication 
for ſuch bleſſings as we have not, or have | 
not in ſuch a meaſure as pious men could 
wish ?—1 ſay, as Pinus men could wiſh; for; 
men who are ſtrangers to piety, and who have 
no reliſh for its pleaſures, will nzturally: de 
ſire what godly men would dread. What 
they would ſhudder at, would, in too many 
| Inttances; cauſe thoſe to ſhout forj joy. | 


Tur deſtruction of our ation” enemies 
is, I fear, the ardent wiſh of ſome: I cans 
not, however, indulge a deſire like this. I 
wiſh their converſion, and not their deſtruc- 
tion, I deſire it, both in a civil and in a 
moral ſenfſe. I ardently wiſh, that rebellion 
both to God and man might ceaſe z and, 
that envy and ambition, pride and oppreſſion, 
might at once expire! Till then, may our 
enemies, abroad or at home, be unable to 


* Dan. ix. 9. | 
C . injure 


r 
injure us, and we unwilling to injure them! 
Continuing to be what they are, may * | 
be. ſubdued, but not e 


Tur en great bleſſings which, 28.2 
nation, we ſeem to want, are Peace, Pu- 
rity, and Humility, What ideas I now in- 
clude in theſe terms, permit me to men- 
tion. | | 


"i "" "rg 1 mean a ſtate of pacification 
with thoſe powers with which we are at 
war. - America, France, Spam, Holland ; 
theſe, all: theſe powers, are in a ſtate of 

hoſtility with us; and we, without a ſe- 
_ cond, in a ſtate of hoſtility with them. 
This is a mournful ſubject for meditation. 
Conſidered as a calamity, it is awful. The 
ſource of this calamity is awful. Its dura- 
ration, and the manner in which it has 
been augmented and prolonged, makes it 
truly alarming, and ſhows, that peace, 
national peace, is greatly to be deſired. 

That bleſſing is the gift of God. To pray, 
therefore, that war may ceaſe to the ends 
of the earth, and that we may ſoon and 
long enjoy, on terms both equitable and 
wiſe, peace with our foreign enemies, and 
peace among ourſelves; this, ſurely, is one 


ES | great 


19 1 
Freak vlefling which we. ſhould inceſſantly 
 implore. 78 P 


Bur 158 8 prays WO! pets per- 
| A prays, if, while thus employed, he 
willingly diſturbs the portion of tranquility 
that yet remains amongſt us, and endea- 
vours to augment thoſe animoſities and di- 
viſions, which are, already, by far too great. 
Why ſhould we add hypocriſy to a haughty 
temper? Yet, if vexatious to the ſtate, to 
religious ſocieties, or to thoſe with whom 
we deal, or with whom we dwell ; indulg- 
ing ſuch a temper, is it not hypocritical to - 
pray for peace ? If it be by the uſe of means 
that we are led to the enjoyment of any 
bleſſing, thoſe means will either be regard- 
ed, or the bleſſing connected with them, 
will, comparatively ſpeaking, be deſpiſed. 

Every thing is beſt ſought when it is ſought 
in its proper order, and in due connection. 
Peace of conſcience, is eſſential to a proper 
improvement of peace in any other view. 
He that does not value peace with God, 
will either not have, or not improve as he 
ought, the bleſſings of peace and friend- 
ſhip with his fellow-creatures. | Pray for 
the peace of your country; but endeavour 
to do this with peace of conſcience, by 
; C 2 faith 


* 


1 wp 9 | 
Gith-in the Mediation, of. Jeſus, heilt. 


Pray for the peace of your country; but 


at the ſame. time, if it be poſſible, live 


- peaceably with all men.— Pray for the peace 


of your country; but Jet the congregation 


. where vou worſhip, haye juſt occaſion to ſay, 


that youare men of peace. Pray for the peace 


of. your country; but let the peace of. your 
Families, or of the families in which you re- 


ſide, be that which you ſtudy to preſerve, and 
endeavour to promote. To ſeem importu- 
nate for peace on this public occaſion in 
the houſe of God, and to be found in our 
own houſes vexatious waſps, or malignant 
vipets, would be horribly inconſiſtent. May 
Me exer be preſerved from the ene of 
ſuch incongruity 

Bx Purity, I mean purity of doftrine, 
be of diſpoſition, and purity of conver- 
ation. Theſe bleffings, or this bleſſing 
_ thus modified, is much wanted in Great 
- Britain, —He Ee has. the Bible, has a 
feed, in it, the pureſt doctrines that wer 
ever delivered to mankind. But it is our 
wisfortune, it is more, it is our ſhame, 
that thoſe doctrines are treated as they are 
by ſome, from whom better things might 


$44. 


te been dee. 4 ſome, the py 


1 


truths. of "revelation, are 8 and by 
others, they are derided. By ſome, they 
are ironically diſtorted ; by others, they are 
either artfully concealed, or partially repre- 
ſented. By characters  ſuperiar to theſe, | 
they are ated correctly indeed, but in a 
manner ſo cold, ſo dry, and fo abſtracted, 
that conſcience feels not the unanimateck 
ſound; and but few, very few perceive, 
under ſuch. lifeleſs declamations, that doc- 
trines thus ſtated,” were ever intended to 
5 produce practical reſolutions. But when 
with greater meaſures of light and love; 
when, with the energy of the Holy Ghoſt, 
the goſpel ſhall be preached in its primi- 


tive ſimplicity, then, as formerly, it ſhall 


be ſaund che power af Goſkto.falvatjons)s: 


Wuirs things continue as . . 
ſeribed, (which every competent judge 
will ay, is no exaggerated deſcription), 
what wonder ; I ſay, what wonder is it, 
that there are ſuch viſible defects in purity 
of diſpoſition and conyerſation? Ought 
any man, who lives in the eighteenth cen- 
tury, to be ſurpriſed, that inſolence ſhould 
be connected with infidelity? Or, that cor- 
rupt doctrine ſhould produce corrupt con- 
vepſution ? Sound facing may be per- 

verted; 
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verted; but falſe doctrine, can produce 
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nothing that will mend the morals of man- 
kind. If fo, let us pray, that with peace, 


we may have purity; and, that with de- 


liverance from diſtreſs, we may obtain fuch 
Aa reformation of manners, as refults from a 


_ renovation of mind. This connection ap- 


pears important; for, if the doctrine which 


we embrace be corrupt, whether it be po- 


litical, or theological, depraved ære our 
diſpoſitions, and corrupt w#l be our con- 
verſation. Long may they live, whoever 
they are, that promulge purity of ſenti- 
ment to ſociety ! Greatly may they be 
aſhamed,' be who they may, who maintain 


the innocency of error, or who diſſemi- 


nate the tares of unſound dectrine among 
men b 


e Humility, 1 mean eve diſpoſition 
which inclines us to think, and ſpeak of 
ourſelves, with ſobriety and modeſty, and 
to treat others with meekneſs and benevo- 
lence; and which, whenever we fpeak to 
the Divine Being, or of him, engages us 
to do it with delight, and with the deepeſt 
_ reverence. . Devoid of this diſpoſition, We 
may poſſeſs, indeed, an appearance of holi- 
e 3 to deceive many; but ge- 
597% nuine 


+ 1 

nuine purity is at no greater diſtance from 
ahy petſon than from him who is habi- 
tually havghty : ſuch a man, were he to 
dwell in the manſions of peace and plenty, 
would be both unholy and unhappy. Be 
ye therefore, clothed with humility. May 
this bleſſing, ſo much wanted amongſt us, 
be ardently ſought, and always eſtimated, 
according to its real and relative value! 
From national, as well as from perſonal 

pride, may we be preſerved! God may af- 
flict, but he will never hurt the humble. 

Let us humble ourſelves therefore un- 

« der the mighty hand of God, that he 

* may exalt us in due time “!“ 


HITRHERTO, we have dwelt on the du- 
ties of confeſton and ſupplication. But 
are theſe duties to exhauſt our ſtrength ? Is 
no other duty compatible with the ſolem- 
nity of this day? Have we no cauſe, or 
have we no inclination to be chankful? It 
cannot be ſaid that we have no cauſe, nor 
ſhall it be ſaid that we are without an in- 
clination; For, 7 


. 
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"i. We n mean n by this ferries) to 157 truly 
- thankful for thoſe bleflings, which, 
notwithſtanding dur accumulated 


; "It wo Built, are Fre continued with us. . 


oder blefiings are . few, nor in- 


”  confiderable. But were we ſtripped of 


every thing, except a well- founded hope 
of immortal happineſs; had we nothing 
left us but a ſenſe of fin, and a hope of 
mercy ; (the former ferious, and the latter 
fredfaft) we ſhould be inexcuſably ungrate= 
ful if we did not allot ſome part of this ſer- 
vice to the duty of praiſe. A venerable 
prophet ſaid, although the fig-tree ſhall 
% not bloſſom, neither ſhall fruit be in 
« the vines, the labour of the olive ſhall 
“ fail, and the fields ſhall yield no meat, 
* the flock ſhall be cut off from the fold, 
% and there ſhall be no herd in the ſtalls: 
yet will I rejoice in the Lord, I will joy 
in the God of my falvation * Shall we 
then be unwilling to rejoice in the Lord, 
or be reluctant to praiſe him, and ſpeak 
well of his Name? No, were our outward 
circumſtances dreadful as thoſe deſcribed by 


the _—_ pen, — ongur not to 


by Habakkuk i iii. 17. N 
ave 


E * 
have dominion over us; even in that de- 
plorable ſtate, were it ours, we ought to 
preſent our ſupplications with thankſgiv- 
ing. But, thanks be to God! that la- 
mentable condition is not ours. We are yet 
exempted from thoſe calamities; we are 
ſurrounded with 118 bleſſings. . this 
awake our e | 


& Þ Lr us be thank ful, that our native 
country is exempted from being the Jets of. 
War. . | Ss ak e N | 


a 


8 invaſions, and civil war, have 
frequently alarmed, and violently agitated 
the inhabitants of this country. Our, pre- 
deceſſors have ſeen the frontiers of this in- 
vaded iſland covered with ſanguinary foes. 
Rapid and irrefiſtable as an overwhelning, 
flood, they ruſhed forward, ſlaying or ſub- 
duing all before them! —Our forefathers 
have witneſſed the rage of civil fury; the 
veſtiges of which remain to this” "Hour, in. 
almoſt every county, and every city in this 
kingdom. What alarms, what battles, 
what mournful events, what a train of mi- 
ſeries thoſe dreadful days produced ! Are 
we exempted from this carnage, and from 
this confuſion, and ſhall we be unthankful! A 
wy * cons "No, 


| + 
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c No, the this we will be thankful to the 
Lord of Hoſts.; without whoſe permiſſion | 
no hoſt can be aſſembled, nor without it, 
can any army be diſperſed. At ſuch ex- 
preſſions an infidel may ſneer; but it forms 
no inconſiderable part of our praiſe f to Al- 
mighty God, that we ourſelves, are not fet- 
tered in the horrid chains of infidelity. 


"2: EY us be thankful, that our country 
is \ exempted from famine, and from * 
lence. 


Tus are tremendous judgments. 
. Dreadful, however, as they always are, they 
have been experienced in this kingdom. In 
this kingdom, the force of famine has been 
ſelt;; and the peſtilence, with greater fury 
has chaſtiſed all ranks of men. This great 
city has ſighed under the weight of that 
awful Judgment; nor could flight, though 
precipitate, preſerve the timid or the ſtrong. 
As they fled, they carried with them the 
| mortal contagion, and communicated to 
many the ſeeds of death. Gentler judg- 
ments have been more recently. inflicted. 
The influenza lives in the remembrance of 
moſt who hear me. Why was it ſo ſhort in 
its duration, and ſo limited in its fatal ef- 
Bo fects ? 


( & ] 


fedts ? Who ſent amongſt us thoſe noxious - 


vapours, and reſtrained and checked the 
ſpreading evil ? Some cold head, and colder 
heart, will gravely ſay, It was APR M 
_ the courſe and laws of nature. he it 10 : 

let me aſk, what is nature? What its 8 
and what its courſe? Is this courſe, are 


thoſe laws, independent of the Almighty? 


Tndeed ! What then is dependent on Him? 


But if they were by Him arranged, and are 


by Him preſerved, there is nothing fortui- 
tous. All is under his management, every 
thing is under his control To Him, there. 
fore, who rolls the ſtars along, who binderh 


the ſweet influences of the PreiAades,. and 


looſeth the bands of Orion, who bringeth 
forth MazzaRoTH in his ſeaſon, and 
guideth ARCTURUS with his ſons; to Him, 
who &4noweth the ordinances of heaven, and 


ſetteth the dominion thereof on the earth * 


to Him let us all be thankful, that our land 
yields her increaſe,” that our harveſts are 
plenteous, that our air is wholeſome; and 
that our lives are ſpared !—Theſe mercies, at 
any time, would demand our praiſe; but, at 
this time, when our taxes are augmented, 


and our trade diminiſhed; when our fears 
are many, and our foes are more; at ſuch a 


* Job xxxviii. 31. 33. | 
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period as this, who can do leſs than look on 


theſe remaining mercies with gladneſs, and 
0 8 ob: bens with wm and praiſe! 


0 


28. en us bo A chat o our civil and 
religious liberties remain inviolate; and in a 
x4 er than f in an 4 other" e | 


F 27 1 


Lig EATY copſiſts in widen what we 
pleaſe.” But its real value conſiſts, in doing 


what we: ought. ; Liberty, in every ſociety, 


muſt of neceſſity be limited: for, no ſo- 


ciety on earth now is, or ever was, in all 
reſpects of the ſame mind. Law, there- 
fore, is as eſſential to the well- being of ſo- 


ciety as liberty. He who chooſes: to do 
what he ought not, muſt be reſtrained. 
Were there no reſtraints. for ſuch perſons, 
the moſt ſhocking outrages would be com- 
mitted, and the moſt abominable anarchy 
would ſoon commence. Were there no pu- 
niſhment for evil doers, all would be chaos 


and confuſion If, then, in ſociety, legal 


liberty be all that any man but a mad-mar 
can expect from the civil power, where ſhall 


we find it of greater extent, or better ſe- 


cured than in this kingdom ? Were we able 
to take the wings of the morning, and tra- 
vel with the ſun through every ſtate on 


which 


: 


# a 


[2] 
which his Ribe where ſhould we find 
a greater portion of civil, and of re- 
ligious liberty, than may now be enjoyed in 
Great Britain? As to the latter, ſince that 
period when John the Baptiſt preached in 
the wilderneſs of Judea, where has reli 
gious liberty in any country, and at any 
time, equalled that, which is now granted 
in this nation? In this reſpect, is there any 
nation like it? I believe I may as. Tas 


44 Not _ V 


e we then, who were born, and 
who dwell in this diſtinguiſhed country, 


ſhall we be inſenſible of thoſe mercies 


which ſo many envy, becauſe we have not, 
in every reſpect, all that we could wiſh? — 
1 hope not. If, however, any before me 
find it difficult to be thankful, on account 
of diſappointment and diſtreſs, let me in- 
treat him to be patient. Recollect, my 
friend, that he who judges partially, judges 
falſly. If you would judge of providential 
diſpenſations fairly, you would do well to 
aſk yourſelf this queſtion, Am I more in- 
jured, than J have been benefited by ſociety? 
Aſk yourſelf this queſtion alſo, Is ſociety 
more indebted to me, than I am 70 ſociety ? 


Theſe queſtions have a tendency to produce 
patience 


'[ 30 1 


— and humility and if frequently 


put, and fully conſidered, wy will * 


pe be productive of 5 


4. Lr us be thankfal, for the fettled 
ery of this country, and for the 
miniſters of the goſpel yet abiding with 


us. 


Tur Kine, who is the ſupreme magiſ- 
trate of this country, is, I believe, in a 


moral view, as bright an example to his 


court, as any of his predeceſſors ſince the 


Revolution #. I think of this with pleaſure. 
For, 


1 


5 . es, he be a 8 man, hei is th unfortunate ? This 
is a queſtion, ſome may be tempted to indulge. And, to 
weaken the ſtrength of this temptation, I would aſk, 
Were the calamities that attended the reign of , 
any juſt impeachment of his moral character? Vet, 
they were great. His kingdom was invaded by a power- 
ful army. The general of that army approached to the 
gates of Jeruſalem, and horribly inſulted, and greatly 


terrified Hezekiah and his ſubjects 4. — But, can he be 


a good king, who is ſo unſucceſsful? This queſtion I will 
alſo anſwer with another. Was Hezekiah a good king, or 
a had one? I would alſo beg leave to aſk, whether the ca- 
lamities attending the reign of Hezetiah, were ſent on his 
account, or on account of national guilt, accumulated 


before he came to the throne of Iſrael? Of which, per- 
haps, 


— 


+ 2 Kings xviii. 17, to the end. 


e 
For, the morals of a monarch are of mo- 
ment to the nation in which he lives. 
Prior to the Revolution, the profligate man- 
ners of Charles the Second, greatly in- 
ſnared this nation. They were imitated by 
his courtiers, by his citizens, and by the 
commonality; and to this hour, the king- 
dom feels the baneful conſequences of that 
reign of duplicity and — 


en e are but men. But, if vicious 
men, their examples are, I am perſuaded, 
the moſt pernicious. I muſt be allowed, 
then, to think, that if his majeſty's regard 
for juſtice, by making the Judges indepen- 

dent; for liberty of conſcience, by concur- 
ring with his parliament to extend that 
bleſſing further in this country, than other 
kings have done in theirs; if theſe diſ- 


coveries of his ä s diſpoſition, with his. 
Well 


haps, both he and his ſubjects were too inſenſible, till 
they were alarmed by providential judgments. Let it be 
remembered, at leaſt by Chriſtians, that, the race is 
< not to the ſwift, nor the battle to the ſtrong, neither 
&« yet bread to the wiſe, nor yet riches to men of under- 
de ftanding, nor yet favour to men of fkil}; but time 
% and chance happeneth to them all f.“ The horſe 
< is prepared againſt the day of battle, but ſafety, or 


* . is of the Lord x.“ 


7 Eccleſ. 1 IX. II. E Prov, xxi. 37. | 
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well-known domeſtic character, be not ſeen 
with pleaſure, and mentioned with ſatisfac- 


 Rion, I muſt be allowed to think, it may be 


attributed toſomething vicious in us, of which 
we ought to be aſhamed; but not to any 
thing that is virtuous, or praiſe- worthy.— 
Of her Majeſty, in her leſs public ſcene of 
action malice itſelf, is dumb! All parties 


unite in her applauſe. Should we not for 
this hg eee We ſhould, and will. 


I was 8 of 1 CES . 
next to the ſupreme magiſtrate of this 


country, permit me juſt to mention the 
judges of the land. It appears to me, that 


they are an honour to their exalted ſtation. 


And of this, I think, I am as able to judge 
as moſt before me. For their office, I have 


had a. growing .regard from my infancy ; 


and have, for many years, occaſionally, at- 


tended our courts of juſtice. From what 


I have ſeen and known, I may venture to 


ſay, when they aſſume their ſeats, that 


much of legal intelligence and integrity, 
much of patience and humanity are con- 
ſpicuous. May theſe fountains in our Bri- 


tiſh Iſrael be ſo preſerved, that ſuſtice and 
equity may flow amongſt. us to general 
ſatisfaction ! | 
MiNisTERS 


t 81. 


* "MikisTzxe'6f the goſpel; though: 1 
| 11 hutabler fations, are not of ſmall ins 
| portance to ſociety.” If this! ſalt mould loſe 
its ſavour, the earth would be more cor- | 
rupt, and, by abandoned miniſters, it 
would, I believe, be more corrupted alſo, than 
moſt imagine. Of the miſchievous effects 
of a perverſion of the goſpel miniſtry, by 
miniſters themſelves, every age hasexhibited 
ſome proofs and this, I apprehend; is 
well able to increaſe the number. T hus 
to ſin, is to ſin with vehemence. Who- 
ever thinks he is wrong in doing wrong, 
will ever be timid, and do it but by halves? 
but he who imagines that // doing is well. 
doing, + acts with a// his might. Of all the coin- 
liments which, are paid to vain, and vicious 
men, .thoſe which inſinuate, that their con- 
duct is religious, are the moſt ſoothing to 
their vanity, and give, even their depraved 
minds, the higheſt ſatisfaction. I frcrifice | 
theſe. conceſſions to truth. And from the 
fatal 1 conſequences... which are connected 
with an abuſe of the goſpel miniſtry, and 
eſpecially by miniſters themſelves,” I infer, 
that thoſe miniſters who are faithful to 
their important truſt, are a great bleſſing 
to mankind. May we then be thankful, 
7 we have ſo many, (both in the eſta- 
E bliſhed 


thoſe; who have thought, it their duty; to 
diſſent from it), who deſire and endea\ T 
by manifeſtation | of the truth, to commer d 
themſel ves to every man's. canſcience i in, the 
| ght of God; and, that there are mini- 
ters of different denominations, amongſt us, 
44 whole. abilities and piety are not concealed 3 
9 yhoſe, Jlabours, the Lord of the harveſt 
2 pleaſed to crown with conſiderabie Auc- 
gels. May their number, increaſe; their 
lives be ſpared; their, rephtation be pre- 
| ſerved; 5 and, may continued ſucceſs attend 
them, in all their humble attempts to 
4 evangelize the inhabitants of this country 


= Besrpes thoſe. bleſſings which I have 
enumerated, what along liſt, what an im- 

menſe catalogus of perſonal, relative, and 

domeſtie bleſſings, demand, yes, and de- 

ſerve our praiſe! An index of thoſe blef⸗ 

 fings would make a volume |-And we, ſhall 
we be unthankful! With what face, were 
we ſo inclined, could we aſł for additional 
favours? He that is habitually unthankfo!, 
is unholy; nad" 250 a de, in any. Rate, 
* happy? e 


80 much for that. . Ubleh we 


propoled to diſcuſs, and for what we 
apprehend 


* 


| I Is 1 : 
apprihandi to. be the leading . of 


this day. Ig is cur. duty te juſtify: Ged. 16 


Tray for the: bleſſings we have mentioned, 


and to be thankfol, truly thankful; mw the 
mercibswe' have: now N e gg 3 


2 17 a. Ft *c 2 
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W are not, We N ſp fg live” 


3 to be thankful, either to God! or man. Gra- 
titude admits of various modes of expreſ- 
fon. It may, and if it be genuine, and 


ſtrong, it will be manifeſted by our gene- 
ral conduct. Actions, as well as words, 


and ſometimes much better, diſcover the 
mind and heart of man. Tou will naturally 
reoollect, that thete is one act of benevo- 

lence, which we have always thought: it- 
eligible to regard on ſuch à ſeaſon as this. 


I'mean;* compaſſion: ito the poor. We faſt 


by choice; they are ſomttimes, I fear, 
conſtruintd to abſtain from ſucſi food as may 
be convenient fr them. Let us, if we 
can; kaſe their burdens, and alleviate their 


ſorrows... Reſignation is, at preſent, their 
leading duty; benevolence is ours. And, 

I hope; you will always be of opinion, that 
whete! bene volence is wanting, devotion: is 
defectide.— The prayers and the alms of 
Cornelius came up for a memorial before 


Gos. And, you! know wholit is that aſks 


wy 925 E 2 Be: the 
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the following queſtions.— Is ir dakhn 
7 faſt as I have choſen ? 4 day for a man 
to afflict bis ſoul!? is it to bow down his 
head ag a bulruſn, and to ſpread ſarkloth 
* and aſhes under him ꝰ wilt thou call this 
« a faſt, and an acceptable day to the 
4 Lord ds not this the faſt that I have 
t choſen ? to looſe the bands of  wicked- 
*© neſs, to undo the heavy burdens, and to 
*« let the oppreſſed go free, and that ye 
cc break every yoke? Is it not to deal thy 
„ bread to the hungry, and that thou 
* bring the poor that are caſt out to thy 
* houſe? when thou ſeeſt the naked, that 


thou cover him, and that thou hide not 


«thyſelf from thine own fleſn? HO. 
pleaſing, how animating are the following 
declarations of the Divine favour! Then 
4 ſhall thy light break forth as the morn- 
« ing, and thine health ſhall ſpring Forth 
* "Da and thy/ righteouſneſs. ſhall 

go before thee; the glory of the Lord 
% ſhall be thy rereward. An ſhalt thou 
call, and the Lord ſhall anſwer; thou 
„ ſhalt cry, and he ſball ſay, here I am: 


if thou take away from the midſt of thee 


the yoke, the putting forth of the fin- 

« 'ger, and ſpeaking: vanity: and if thou 

* draw out thy ſoul to the hungry, and 
4 . N * ſatisfy 


4 


e be as the noon day. And the Lord ſhall 
| cc 


46 


ce 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


40 


' CC 


„ 


DES aul ah afflicted ſoul; 3 * ſhall 5 


light "iſe, in obſcurity, and thy darkneſs 


guide thee continually, and fatisfy thy 
ſoul in drought, and make fat thy bones: 


and thou ſhalt be like a watered garden, 
and like a ſpring of waters, whoſe wa- 


ters fail not. And they that ſhall be of 
thee, ſhall build the old waſte places: 
thou ſhalt raiſe up the foundations of 


many generations; and thou ſhalt be 
called, the repairer of the breach, the 
| 1 15 paths to dwelt i in . 


* If. Iviii. 5— 12. 


Þ ; 


HE END. 
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